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What are wetlands?
Vershitskaya Irina, 2006 Hristo Terziyski

Par Natural de l’albufera de Valencia

Land areas that are flooded with water, either 
seasonally or permanently.

Inland wetlands: rivers, lakes, marshes, ponds, 
peatlands, floodplains and swamps.

Coastal wetlands: mangroves, saltwater marshes, 
estuaries, lagoons – even coral reefs.

Human-made wetlands include fishponds, saltpans, 
rice paddies.





Wetlands of International Importance –
“Ramsar Sites” 2528 Sites covering 253,182,460 ha



Bodies of the Convention





Mosi-O-Tunya Falls
(Formerly Victoria Falls)



”
“Wetlands deliver ecosystem 

services worth up to $39 trillion 
annually — more than any other 

type of ecosystem.





Wetland City Accreditation



➸ …for Innovation

➸ …for Young Wetland Champions

➸ Ramsar Wetland Indigenous Peoples Conservation and Wise Use Award

➸ Receive the Evian Special Prize of USD 10,000, provided by Danone, and were 

honored at the 15th Meeting of the Conference of the Contracting Parties 

(COP15) in Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe

Benoît Bremer, 2020

Ramsar Wetland Conservation Awards



Benoît Bremer, 2020

➸ Biodiversity & restoration alignment

o 6th Joint Work Plan 2024-2030 with CBD

o EU Nature Restoration Regulation; connection to Resolution XV.15

➸ Wetlands as cross-cutting policy connector

o UN Water & UN Rio Conventions

o EU Water Resilience Strategy

o Paris Agreement: Wetland carbon stock & flux inventories

➸ Multilateral cooperation & governance

o Working with other MEAs

o UN International Decade for Action: Water for Sustainable 

Development (2018 – 2028)

o UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration (2021-2030)

Proven synergies, delivering impact today



”“
Benoît Bremer, 2020

Stronger synergies, shaping our shared future

➸ Improve natural capital valuation and integration in 

decision-making

➸ Wetlands deliver value across

o Biodiversity resilience

o Climate adaptation & disaster risk reduction

o Water security & livelihoods

o Culture & identity

o Economies & societies

Investing in our wetlands is 

investing in our future.



2 February – World Wetlands Day (WWD)



Implementing the Convention on Wetlands for achieving all SDGs 



Some Country 
Examples



Ghana







Awulae Kwasi Amakyi III – Western 
Amanzule



Belize









Mexico





Mexicana
Youth, Texicoco



Texicoco Ramsar Site







A Not-So-short 
Personal Journey

From Intern to 
Secretary General 





A – NOT – So- short 
Personal Journey

1995: Biologist Govt of Zambia
1998: Intern at Convention Wetlands
2000 – 2001: WWF Int.
2001 – 2005: PhD in Wetlands Hydrology, UCL
2006 – 2008:  WWF (UK) + East Africa
2008 – 2021: United Nations (UNEP & UNDP)
2022: Back to the Convention on Wetlands 



A Not-So-short 
Personal Journey

Honouring the journey 
WHO has inspired, 

influenced or guided 
you?



1998

2023



A Not-So-short 
Personal Journey

Inspiration from 
Family



My Father
Bright Mumba 



Meeting with 
the amazing 

Mary 
Robinson

Climate 
COP25

Madrid, Spain  



Thank
You

Convention
on Wetlands

www.ramsar.org
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